ApplnNo. 10/666,350 
Amendment dated June 19, 2008 
Reply to Office Action of March 19, 2008 
Docket No. BOC9-2003-0018 (387) 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

These remarks are made in response to the Office Action of March 19, 2008 
(Office Action). As this response is timely filed within the 3-month shortened statutory 
period, no fee is believed due. However, the Examiner is expressly authorized to charge 
any deficiencies to Deposit Account No. 50-0951. 

Claims Rejections - 35 USC g§ 102 & 103 

Claims 1, 3-7, 9-17, 22, 24-28, and 30-40 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,122,664 to Boukobza (hereinafter Boukobza). 
Claims 2, 18-21, and 23 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Boukobza in view of U.S. Patent 6,587,432 to Putzolu (hereinafter Putzolu). Claims 
8 and 29 were rejected under Boukobza in view of U.S. Patent 5,812,780 to Chen 
(hereinafter Chen). 

Although Applicants respectfully disagree with the rejections, Applicants have 
amended the claims so as to expedite prosecution of the present application. However, 
such amendments should not be interpreted as the surrender of any subject matter and 
Applicants reserve the right to present the original version of any of the amended claims 
in any future divisional or continuation applications from the present application. 

Applicants have amended independent Claims 1, 10, 18, 22, 31, and 39 to further 
emphasize certain aspects of the invention. As discussed herein, the claim amendments 
are flilly supported throughout the Specification. No new matter has been introduced by 
the claim amendments. 



12 



{WP503315;3} 



ApplnNo. 10/666,350 
Amendment dated June 19, 2008 
Reply to Office Action of March 19, 2008 
Docket No. BOC9-2003-0018 (387) 

Aspects of Applicants Invention 

It may be helpful to reiterate certain aspects of Applicants 1 invention prior to 
addressing the cited references. One embodiment of the invention, as typified by 
amended Claim 1, is a testing method. 

The method can include identifying a host within a grid environment having at 
least one application domain, wherein the host is a software object that implements at 
least one feature of the application domain; and associating a ghost agent with the host. 
The ghost agent is a software object that includes at least one test routine written 
specifically for the host and does not implement any feature of said application domain. 
See, e.g., Specification, paragraphs [0021] and [0022]; see also Fig. 5, steps 505 and 510. 

The method also can include replicating actions of the host within the ghost agent; 
executing the at least one test routine within the ghost agent, wherein the executing step 
utilizes data gathered from said replicated actions; and generating test output for the test 
routine. See, e.g., Specification, paragraphs [0064] - [0066]; see also Fig. 5, steps 515, 
520, 540, and 545. 

The method further can include moving the host within the grid environment; and 
responsive ly moving the ghost agent in accordance with movement of the host. See, e.g., 
Specification, paragraph [0028] . 

The Claims Define Over The Prior Art 

Boukobza discloses a process for monitoring a plurality of object types of a 
plurality of nodes from a manager node in a data processing system. Monitoring is 
configured and distributed in a filtered way from the management node to autonomous 
agents. 

13 



{WP503315;3} 



AppInNo. 10/666,350 
Amendment dated June 19, 2008 
Reply to Office Action of March 19, 2008 
Docket No. BOC9-2003-0018 (387) 

As already discussed in the previous response, Boukobza discloses that an 
autonomous agent is installed in each node to be monitored and the autonomous agent 
installed in each node to be monitored is primarily composed of a "generic" agent (col. 4, 
line 6) related to a plurality of specific modules, each of which is specific to an object 
type or to a particular domain. It can be understood from the above that each 
autonomous agent is associated with a specific node, not a specific host, and the agent is 
generic so that it can handle different hosts (different object types) that move to this 
specific node. 

In contrast, in the present invention, each ghost agent is associated with a 
specific host, not a specific node, and the ghost agent only handles the specific object 
type of the host. In addition, in the present invention the ghost a gent follows the 
movement of its associated host and can thus move from one node to another node. 
Since in Boukobza an autonomous agent is associated with a specific node, the 
autonomous agent cannot leave the node even if the host leaves the node and moves to 
another node. Therefore, in Boukobza the autonomous agent is location dependent. In 
contrast, in the present invention since whenever the host moves, the associated ghost 
agent can move accordingly, the ghost agent can perform testing operations related to the 
associated host in a location independent fashion (see Specification, paragraph [0028]). 

It was asserted on page 2 of the Office Action that col. 2, lines 29-32 of Boukobza 
teaches each agent comprising a plurality of specific modules specific to the different 
object types . . . each specific module measuring static and dynamic parameters specific 
to the object type it monitors; thus becoming a specific agent. 

However, it can be only understood from the above quoted sentence that each 
module, not each agent, is specific to an object type. Since each agent comprises a 
plurality of specific modules, the agent is considered "generic" because it can monitor 
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different object types. In contrast, in the present invention, each ghost agent can only 
monitor one specific object, namely the object of its associated host. 

It was also asserted on page 3 of the Office Action that col. 3, lines 60-65 of 
Putzolu teaches a monitoring agent that is a software module capable of moving from 
node to node. It is further asserted that the monitoring agent is stationed on selected 
nodes and creates a second trace agent which moves in the network in accordance with 
the node movement in order to generate the network congestion report and one can alter 
to add other functionality such as writing a test routine to execute on a specific host. 

However, Putzolu does not disclose the association of a ghost agent with a 
corresponding host and does not disclose the movement of a ghost agent following the 
movement of its associated host. It is noted that in Putzolu the agent executes on the 
nodes to which it moves (col. 3, line 46), not on the host with which it is associated as in 
the present invention. 

Therefore, Boukobza in view of Putzolu does not disclose a host movable from 
one grid to another grid within a grid environment, nor do the references disclose a ghost 
agent that is associated with the host and that follows the movement of the associated 
host, as recited in independent Claims 1, 10, 18, 22, 31, and 39. 

Accordingly, the cited references, alone or in combination, fail to disclose or 
suggest each and every element of Claims 1, 10, 18, 22, 31, and 39 as amended. 
Applicants therefore respectfully submit that amended Claims 1, 10, 18, 22, 31, and 39 
define over the prior art. Furthermore, as each of the remaining claims depends from 
Claim 1, 10, 18, 22, or 31 while reciting additional features, Applicants further 
respectfully submit that the remaining claims likewise define over the prior art. 

Applicants thus respectfully request that the claim rejections under 35 U.S.C. §§ 
102 & 103 be withdrawn. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicants believe that this application is now in foil condition for allowance, 
which action is respectfully requested. Applicants request that the Examiner call the 
undersigned if clarification is needed on any matter within this Amendment, or if the 
Examiner believes a telephone interview would expedite the prosecution of the subject 
application to completion. 

Respectfully submitted, 
AKERMAN SENTERFITT 



Date: June 19, 2008 



/Richard A. Hinson/ 

Gregory A. Nelson, Registration No. 30,577 

Richard A. Hinson, Registration No. 47,652 

Yonghong Chen, Registration No. 56,150 

Customer No. 40987 

Post Office Box 3188 

West Palm Beach, FL 33402-3188 

Telephone: (561) 653-5000 
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